YES!

By Marty Delmon

H ding ny face in the folds of ny nother’s tweed coat,
| dared to peek at the man standing before her. The blue of
his mlitary uniform seenmed too austere to touch while the
gl eam of gold brandishing fromthe braid and various nedal s
on his chest seened too enticing not to touch. By the lure
of that gold I was drawn into his arns where he bravely
announced he was going to be ny new father, which gave ne
t he audacity to finger the braid.

| saw that uniform again the day he stood before an
altar with ny nother and they married. But by then those
arms had beconme hone to me and | frolicked about the event
in nmy navy blue suit, chosen by four-year old ne to |ook
i ke ny new Daddy.

The day arrived in which they took ne to a court of |aw
where we approached a desk that seenmed to be elevated to
heaven. The judge had to clinb little stairs to get to his
chair. Pol i shed wood reached to the vaulted ceiling as |
| ooked up, up, up to see his scowing face |eaning over the
desk to glare at me. A white, stiff collar circled his neck
and black cloth draped from the collar over his shoul ders
and arns, engulfing the judge in what appeared to be death
shr ouds. Hi s clouded countenance defied nme to squirm or
even lift ny foot.

My nother stood on one side; ny father-to-be on the
ot her and we three were anchored to the floor with our necks
stretched back to see the judge in his heights. He | eaned
on one hand with his el bow askew, gazing over his gl asses
and he bellowed fromhis altitude, “Little girl, do you want
to have a new Daddy?”

Trying not to nove ny lips under his scrutinizing stare
| said, “Yes.”

The judge picked up a little hamer, slamed it on the
top of his desk, which nmade us all junp, and said, “So be
it!”

Wth that I had a new Daddy. Al | did was say yes and
a new father was given to ne. People smled, shook hands,
patted ne on the back and a bunch of us went out to lunch, a
real treat in those days.

That Daddy turned out to be better than sonme and worse
than others. He ended his life in alcoholismand commtted
sui ci de. He afforded ne many opportunities to enjoy life
from positive, affirmng activities and gave nme nmany nore
opportunities to overcone negativity, pessimsm tragedy and
destruction.



When things got bad in my owmn life, that same spirit of
suicide settled on ne. All | could do was rock in nmny
rocking chair and cry, thinking of ways to end ny life.
Sonme friends heard of ny plight and canme to see nme with an
offer to put ne into a hone business, believing a change of
activity would jar me out of ny profound depression.

After they left | reflected on who would join nme in
this business, and only one person canme to mnd, ny aunt,
who lived in the mountains. Wen | drove up to see her and
expl ai ned the business, she said, “Sure, sure. But first |

have a prayer neeting to go to. Come with ne and we can
talk afterwards.”
| figured — anything for a sale — so | went. Being a

sweltering night in August, the prayer group, about 10
people, pulled chairs into the parking lot to forma circle.
There was no relief to be found but it was better than being
in a suffocating buil ding.

When the tinme arrived to close our eyes and begin

praying, | realized |I had never done this before. Ch, yes,
| had thrown prayers to heaven; however | had never waited
for the answer. But mny biggest realization cane in know ng
| was willing to do it, willing to actually pray, willing to

have a two-way conversation wth God.
Wien | closed ny eyes a bright, white |ight appeared

before nme that emtted such heat | thought ny skin would
peel off and sent such wind that | felt nmy hair was
pl astered back on ny head fromthe force of it. M I|ogica

m nd had to explain these phenonena and | told nyself a w nd
must have conme up and the sun, in setting, was shining on ne
full force. | cracked open one eye and | ooked. The sun had
al ready set and not even a breeze stirred in the trees.

| shut ny eyes again and the phenonmena reappeared.
Having no other choice, and being curious, | watched the
light and saw the classic figure of Jesus step forth. He
wore a white robe with a white rope tied around H s wai st
and H's feet were bare. He | ooked like any picture | had
ever seen of Hm pale, soft, slender, |long brown hair; just
one thing differed: Hs eyes. Hi s eyes pierced through ne.
They resenbled crystals refracting and intensifying the

light. |If a color could have been ascribed to themit would
be blue, but mainly they can best be described as fire and
light. | could not |ook away; H's eyes captured ne. He
spread H's hands out in the npbst welcomng gesture | had
ever seen and said, “Cone unto Me.”

It was so real | started to get out of ny chair to go
to Hm when | heard the Pastor say, “Amen.” | opened ny
eyes, as did everyone else, and what | thought had been two
m nut es had been two hours. | nust have been in a trance!

Not hi ng changed in me that night. | did not get “born-

again” as the Bible conmands; Jesus did not beconme ny Lord;



not hi ng happened because | did not say, “Yes.” I had a
strong experience, but strong experiences do not nake
sonmeone a Christian. However, the desire to go to church
stirred in me so | started taking nmy children to an
Epi scopal i an church on the corner

One day, while walking to church |I heard an audible
voi ce say, “Marty, you ve cone a |long way but you have one
nore step to take.”

So shocked to hear a voice |like that, | responded
spont aneously, “Wat step is that?”

“You nust say with your nouth that | amyour Lord.”

Rage rose up in nme! No one was going to be ny Lord but

me! | westled with the Lordship of ny life all during
chur ch. Finally, when we approached the altar to take
comuni on, knowing | needed to say “Yes” to the Lordship of
Jesus, | knelt down by the railing and |ooked up at the
Cross. | said, “Ckay, Jesus, You are ny Lord.” | felt

something cold |eave nmy body, exiting through ny feet and
sonmet hing warm and wonderful entered ny body inpacting ne
fromthe front.

Just then the layman serving the wne canme to ne wth
the cup and said, “Marty, the bl ood of Jesus shed for you.”

Later, in the courtyard where the congregati on gathered
for coffee and cookies, that |ayman canme and asked, “ls your
nanme Marty?”

| said, “Yes.”

He breathed a sigh of relief. “Ch, thank goodness.
The Lord told ne to say that nanme but | didn't know what
your nanme was. | did it out of obedience.”

| had never net this nan before so | could imagine his
di sconfort at saying a nanme he did not know | didn't tel
him but he was |i ke the judge who gave ne a new Daddy. Hi's
words, “Marty, the blood of Jesus shed for you,” were the

hamrer that said, “So be it!” | was, indeed, a new creature
inside. Made of the same stuff as my new Daddy, | had been
born again in that | received a new “inner-being”, one in

har nony w t h God.
The Bi bl e describes that experience like this:

John 3:3, 8 “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless one
i s born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

8 “The wind blows where it w shes and you hear the
sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from and
where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

Gal 4:4, 5 “But when the fullness of the tinme had cone,
God sent forth Hs Son, born of a woman, born under the
| aw, ”



5 “to redeem those who were under the law that we
m ght receive the adoption as sons.”

1 Peter 1:23 *“having been born again, not  of
corruptible seed but incorruptible...”

1 John 5:1 “Whoever believes that Jesus is the Chri st
is born of God...”

This new birth experience is available to anyone who is
ready to receive Jesus as his or her Lord and Savior. To
recei ve sonmeone you open the door to them and wel cone them
into your honme, or office, or wherever your territory
happens to be. The Spani sh have a saying, “M house is your
house.” That’'s what we do with Jesus. In essence we say to
Hm “M house is Your house.” To receive Jesus you open
your heart, the door to your house, you expose your
i nnernost thoughts and feelings like the private roons of
your home and invite Hmto |ive there.

A very sinple prayer can be said, as long as it is done
with sincerity and truth. Something |ike,

“Fat her, please forgive ny sins. Jesus, please cone
live in nmy heart. Make nme into the person you want ne
to be. Be ny Lord. Live Your life through nme. Anen.”

Once He noves into your house, which He is very eager
to do, He will start rearranging the furniture in order to
make Hi mself confortable. He will take your old pattern of
negative thinking and change it into possibility thinking
Your unresolved feelings will be transforned by Hi s presence
and you' Il find yourself forgiving people you thought you
coul d never forgive.

This takes tine as He is a gentle tenant and He never
does anything that you are not willing for Hmto do. He
has nore patience than even Job had and He will wait for
you. The process is called “Gowing Up Spiritually”.

You see, when you are born again you becone a baby,
spiritually. Your body doesn’t get born again; it stays the

sane as it ever was. If you were skinny beforehand, you
will be skinny afterwards! Your mind doesn’'t get born
again; it stays the same as it ever was. My level of
intelligence didn’t change. Your enotions don’t get born
again; they stay the sane as they ever were. | continued to
feel |like an unwanted child. It’s your spirit that gets
born agai n! The essence of your being is brand new \%%

spirit being became flooded with joy and |ove and inundated
my body, inundated ny mnd, gave ne w sdom | never had



before and inundated ny enotions. | becane happy to be a
want ed child of God

But there was nmuch to learn, |like howto know the voice
of God. There are so many voi ces speaking to us that it is
difficult to discern which is which. | followed one voice
after another, finally realizing by what each voice
produced, that those were not the voices of God. So | asked
soneone who seened to know and she said, “The voice of God
al ways affirnms. Even when He is correcting you, He does it
by affirmng you.” There was only one voice speaking like
t hat . From then on | knew the voice of God. The rest of
t he voices were always condemming, warning, criticizing and
destroyi ng. But God is love. \Whatever He says is full of
| ove.

Since we have a new Daddy, our God of |ove, we need to
| earn how things operate in H's house. He didn't nove into
our house to be at our beck and call, although |ike any good
Daddy He responds to everything we ask for, and in H s case
even think of, and He responds above and beyond what we ask
for or think about. He noved into our house to make it His
house because the Bible says we becone H's Tenple. W need
to learn how to be that Tenple.

A passage in 1 John 2 gives an explanation of spiritual
gr ow h.

12 “1 wite to you, little children, because your sins
are forgiven you for H's nane’s sake.
131 wite to you, fathers, because you have known H m

who is from the beginning. | wite to you, young
men, because you have overcone the w cked one. I
wite to you, little children, because you have

known t he Fat her.

141 have witten to you, fathers, because you have
known H m who is from t he begi nni ng. | have
witten to you, young nen, because you are strong,
and the word of God abides in you, and you have
overcome the w cked one.”

Let nme put this in outline form
1. Little children
a. Your sins are forgiven you for H's nane’s
sake.
b. You have known the Fat her.
2. Young nen
You have overcone the w cked one.
You are strong.
The word of God abides in you.
You have overcone the w cked one (2x — nust
be significant!).

aeoow



15 Fathers
a. You have known Hmwho is fromthe begi nning.
b. You have known Him who is from the beginning
(2x — must be inportant!).

Spiritual growh cones by progression. It is a
continuous work done by the Lord living inside of us,
changing us into the image of Jesus Christ. It doesn’t
happen overnight. The reason you see so many babies in the
Body of Christ is because people don’t like to change, or
they get stuck in one stage and don’t pass on to the next.
Your |evel of maturity depends on you and the spiritual work
you are willing to do on yourself as the Lord urges you to
change. Jesus |l eads you and you do the chores He asks of
you.

It’s kind of |ike cleaning your room Mm sends you in
there on a Saturday norning and you can either really get
the dirt out, or you can cover it up and make it | ook good
in case she only glances in from the hallway. As a kid |
could crama lot of stuff in nmy closet, shut the door and ny
Mom would never be the wser until | ran out of clean
cl ot hes. The cover-up always catches-up so you mght as
wel | do the chores and cl ean-up the inside.

To do this you have to start at the bottom so let’s
start with Spiritual Childhood. The first step in the
Spiritual Qutline is:

FORA VENESS
1. Your sins have been forgiven you for H's nane’s
sake.

When you invoke the nanme of Jesus for your salvation
your sins are w ped away. Wth the new birth cones the
conpl ete forgiveness of your sins, past, present and future.
Jesus paid for them on the cross and once you accept H m as
your Lord and Savior the price He paid applies to you.
Every sin is paid for! That’s good news!

The spiritual growh stage of childhood is a period of

letting go of all the sins. Instead of carrying around a
sack of shame all our lives, we can now let go of our past
because it is forgiven. There are sins that feel like old

friends. A little anguish acconpani es opening the sack and
setting them free, but the room it nmkes for new and
wonder ful experiences is well worth releasing them Some
sins are obvi ous.

Gal 5:19 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which
are adultery, fornication, uncleanness, |icentiousness,
i dol atry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jeal ousies,



outbursts of wath, selfish anbitions, dissensions,
heresies, envy, nmurders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as |
also told you in time past, that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

But ot her sins are not so obvi ous, like
unforgi veness. Sonetines we don’t know there is a |lack of
forgiveness in us until we root around and bring it into the
light. W just avoid certain people, that’'s all. W tel
ourselves they don’t fit into our lives anynore. W cover up
the wunforgivenesses in our souls so we don't have to
acknow edge they are there.

In my own life it seemed |ike nore people rejected ne

than accepted nme, and their rejection was not petty. It was
a mgjor affront and wounded ne deeply. How could |I forgive
such behavior? But sonme stories | hear are so nuch worse

than mne! How can these people forgive?

| net a man whose nother, when he was five years old,
took him outside, |ocked the door, sat himon the steps to
the house, got in the car, drove away and never cane back.
Hi s father had disappeared years before. Finally, when it
got dark, the boy went to a nei ghbor who called the police.
They placed himin a foster hone. He grew up going from
home to honme year after year.

When this nman received Christ he knew he had to forgive
hi s not her. He hired a detective agency to find her, went
to her and told her he forgave her. Instead of inviting him
i nside she slamed the door in his face. He shouted, “Its
okay, Mm | even forgive you of that!” He bonbarded her
with gifts and cards until finally she received him and he
| ed her to Jesus to be her Lord.

In recounting this story the man exuded such joy that |
marvel ed. How could he conpletely forgive that abandonnent ?
Look at the pain she caused himn But there he was, a
beam ng testinony of what forgiveness can do.

Utimately, forgiveness is for our benefit and not for
the well being of the one we are forgiving. Bei ng wounded
di m nishes life, makes us sad, depressed, unable to function
and | eaves no room for the joy and |ove of God. But in
Christ we have freedomto enjoy our lives and to enjoy Hm
so He makes it inperative that we forgive.

Matt 6:14, 15 “For if you forgive nen their trespasses,
your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you
do not forgive nen their trespasses, neither will your
Fat her forgive your trespasses.”



When you are free from your own unforgivenesses, you
can leave childhood and go on to the next stage of
devel opnent . Unf or gi veness has al ready been forgiven; why
drag it around any longer? |If you drag it around, then the
forgi veness of God cannot sweep you cl ean. Forgi veness is
the broomthe Lord uses to clean out your house.

A year after being born again, | attended a Christian
famly canp with nmy children and ny aunt. The Lord woke ne
up ny first night in canp and instructed ne to get ny
not ebook and pen, which I did. Using a flashlight so as not
to wake the others in the cabin, | sat, pen poised for great
words from ny Father God!

He said, “Wite down the nanes of all the people you
need to forgive.”

| thought that to be an easy assignnent; surely there
woul d be no nore than five and | began to wite. Wth each
name | put on paper, another nane popped into ny head. I
wote all night and finally finished at noon the next day.
There were over 1000 nanes on ny |ist!

Then He told ne |I nust forgive them all. At first |
t hought He neant to go find them and forgive them but no,
He said | nust sinply forgive until the unforgiveness |eft
me. So | took each name, individually, and said out I oud,
but to nyself, “I forgive VT

Just saying the words didn't do it for ne. I
di scovered the enption from the past incident was still
bottled up in my soul and it was from the mddle of that

unresolved conflict that | had to say, “I forgive __ ,
and have it be real. I nvariably, tears would flow Not
buckets of them but an enotional release occurred as | |et

go of the unforgiveness.

"1l give you a sinple exanple. One of the 1000 nanes
was Ms. Cantrell, ny third grade teacher, whom | adored
The school held a clothes drive to aid needy famlies and ny
not her gave nme one of her dresses to put in the box. Ms.
Cantrel | pulled out each item to show the class,
conplinmenting the students on their giving spirit, and said
something like, “Ch, isn't this a pretty bl ouse?” or “Wat a
handsonme shirt!” But when she pulled ny dress out she
| ooked at it for what seened |like an hour and wi thout saying
a word put it back in the box.

| felt betrayed by this teacher whom | thought to be
the nost gentle, loving, beautiful woman ever to enter ny
life. I had to renenber what it felt like, sitting in
class, and forgive her from that position of humliation
You are probably saying, “Wat a stupid thing to hold in

your soul as an unforgiveness!” And you are right. | don’t
know why sonetinmes we nmake good choices and sonetinmes we
make bad choi ces. Wiy do sonme things hurt us and other

things don"t? | haven’'t a clue. But | do know that these



stupid choices to be wounded stay with us until we nake
anot her choice, until we choose to forgive.

It took ne the whole week of Family Canp to work ny way
through ny list of 1000 nanes. But when | finished | felt
GOoOoD! | felt clean inside! | knew what the Bible neant
when it tal ks about Joy Unspeakable! That’'s what was in ne,
JOv!

The second aspect of spiritual childhood is:

DADDY- GOD
2. You have known t he Fat her.
What Jesus did by H's death, burial and resurrection
was to reconnect us to our Father, God. This was H s reason

for coming to the earth. God’s creation had been ripped
from H s hands by the disobedi ence of Adam and Eve through
their alliance with the devil, Satan. God wanted His

creation taken away from His eneny and restored to H m so
Jesus, God’s Son, a nenber of the Godhead equal to His
Fat her, placed His Deity aside and canme to earth as a baby
to acconplish this goal

Jesus lived a life as a man, experiencing all the
things a normal nman experiences. He was beaten and
crucified on a cross where He died, taking all our sins and
si cknesses with H'm After defeating the devil He rose
again from the dead, remained for 40 days on the earth to
give final instructions and then was taken to heaven on a
cloud in H's body. By paying the price for our sin with His
bl ood, Jesus made it possible for God to be reunited with
man.

Col 1:19, 20 “For it pleased the Father that in Hm
(Jesus) all the fullness should dwell,

20 and by Hmto reconcile all things to H nself, by
Hm whether things on earth or things in heaven,
havi ng nmade peace through the blood of H's cross.”

W were reconciled to God by the bl ood of Jesus, by H's

work on the cross. Bef ore we nade Jesus our Lord, before
accepting the work that He did for us, we were enem es of
God, defiant, living for ourselves, belligerent, rebellious
and self-reliant. But now that we have been born-again,

adopted into the famly of God, we have a new Daddy, Daddy-
God, and we nust take the tinme to get to know H m

As a child, when | got a new daddy he liked to read ne
stories. Daddy-God is the sane; He |likes to read stories to
us by our reading the Bible and H m explaining it to our
spirits. The stories are about H m so we get to know H m
t hat way. Suddenly the Bible will make sense because you
have the Lord on the inside of you interpreting the



Scriptures for you. Many tines, before | was born-again, |
tried reading the Bible and it nmde no sense to ne
what soever; but once | was a nenber of Hs famly the
Scriptures becane real and rich.

As a little girl ny new daddy liked for nme to do things
his way. He |liked to exercise and he taught me how to do
junping jacks, sit-ups and push-ups. |’d never seen
anything like that before but | tried it and got good at it,
so nmuch so that | becane a physical education teacher when
grew up.

Daddy- God wants us to do things Hs way as well. He
likes for us to | ove people and serve people and do what ever
the Bible says we can do. The nore we read the stories in
the Bible and listen to the interpretation of them on the
inside of us, the nore we realize those stories were witten
to teach us not only who our Father is, but what He has
given us in the way of power and authority.

So many stories speak of healing and eventually we

realize that because the Lord lives in us, that healing
power is available to us. W try to do what we read in the
Bi bl e, such as |lay hands on the sick and they will recover

and discover it actually works! W start acting like H m

and He, frominside of us, gets to live Hs life through us.
He wants us to get good at what He does and becone just like
Jesus. Wien | was a baby Christian | |aid hands on anyone
who cane near nme and needed healing. They all got heal ed!

As a little girl ny new daddy wanted ne to tell him
what happened in ny day. He wanted to help ne with ny
fights with the bullies in nmy school. Daddy-God is the
sarne. He wants us to tell H m everything about our |ives,
di scuss our problens with us, and as we listen to how He
wants us to resolve them we learn about H's nature. We
becone nore like Hm

In my prayer tinmes | would see nyself sitting on Daddy-

God’s knee and talking to Hm I could feel H's confort,
even to the point of sensing Hs arns around nme. His is an
all-accepting love, at all tinmes, in all places, in all

si tuati ons.

One story | heard nmade this point quite succinctly! A
man cane out of the mlitary, having been highly trained by
the Geen Berets to Kkill. That’s not nuch of a job
description to obtain a 9 to 5 position and during the
course of his unsuccessful job-hunting the Mafia contacted
himto hire him as a professional killer. When no ot her
course seened open to him he accepted.

During his killing career he was sent into a private
roomin a restaurant to eradicate five of the menbers of a
rival “famly”. He took his machine gun to do the job and
just as he had killed nunber two and was aimng at nunber
three he heard God call his nane. The Lord said, “I have



called you from the foundations of the earth to serve M.”
The man threw down his gun and fled the restaurant, |eaving
three nen alive.

This interruption by God radically unnerved the man.
Plus the Mafia, both the famly he worked for and the famly

he tried to kill, was after him In despair he drove into
an alley, took out his revolver and put it in his nmouth to
commt suicide. But the gun wouldn't fire. I nstead he
heard the Lord say, “I love you.”

Wth that the man threw hinself down on the front seat
of his car and sobbed. He gave his life to the Lord, was

gloriously born again and is now in the Philippines as a
m ssionary. This kind of love is unknown in mankind, except
for those Christians who have matured to the state of
“father”. This is God’s kind of Iove. Wuld you have said,
“I love you” to such a man? | have trouble saying “I |ove
you” to soneone who cuts ne off in traffic! But to know
Daddy- God we nust know Him as All -Lovi ng.

Before we can |eave childhood, we need to know the
Fat her, our Daddy- God. W need to know how much He |oves
us, how nmuch He cares for us, who He is, and H's nature and
H's heart. W need to want to grow up to be just |ike H m

Now that we have nastered these baby steps of [ eaving
behind all our sins, that’s right, no nore guilt, no nore
condemmation, and knowing our Father God on a personal,

intimate basis, we are ready for the next level. Yes, there
is a teen-age stage in spiritual grow h! Hold onto your
hat s!

The first |l esson to get under your belt is:

SATAN | S UNDER YOUR FEET
1. You have overcone the w cked one.

The Bible says that we have an eneny, a w cked eneny,
who rules the world system W weren’t aware he existed
before we nmet Jesus because this w cked eneny rul ed us, too.
Where did you think man’s depravity canme fron? But when we
came out from underneath his rule and experienced the
goodness of God, the wckedness in this world could be
easi |y di scerned.

Eph 2:1, 2 “And you He nmde alive, who were dead in
trespasses and sin,

2 in which you once wal ked according to the course of
this world, according to the prince of the power of the
air, the spirit who now works in the sons of
di sobedi ence.”

Let me be straight with you. This eneny hates you
because he hates God and you are now the house God |ives in!



For the rest of your natural life this eneny is going to try
to bushwhack you! He had you in a defeated state before you
became a chanmpion in Christ and he wants to return you to
that defeated state. If he can kill you he will do it!
Don't ever think he has left you alone and won't bother you
again. He wll.

However, our great God, our good Daddy, gave us
authority over our eneny. Jesus, when He died and entered
hell, defeated the devil, whipped him and nmade a | aughing
stock of him

Col 2:15 Having disarnmed principalities and powers, He
made a public spectacle of them triunphing over them
init.

Because Jesus now lives in us, that victory is ours.
Satan has no right to you. Until Jesus cones back, your
eneny will try to deceive you and recapture you, but he
doesn’t have the right to do it. Therefore, you can stand
strong against the devil in your place of authority in
Christ. Jesus has given us weapons to overcone himand when
we |earn how to use our weapons we will overconme our eneny.
Studying these verses will give you a good appreciation of
the tactics Satan uses.

2 Cor 10:4-6 “For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mghty in God for pulling down stronghol ds,
5 casting down argunents and every high thing that
exalts itself against the know edge of God, bringing
every thought into captivity to the obedience of
Chri st,

6 and being ready to punish all disobedi ence when your
obedi ence is fulfilled.

The greatest tactic of the eneny is the lie. He,
speaking in the air around your head, lies to you. Jesus
called Satan the father of |ies. Satan argues with you
about God and he puffs hinself up contradicting all the
knowl edge you have gai ned about your Father. He tries his
best to deceive you because unless you are deceived he has
no power over you.

He sends thoughts! You are what you think.
Entertaining the thoughts of Satan will eventually |lead you
to act on them If you follow the thoughts of Satan you
wll be in disobedience and if you are in disobedience you

are outside the protection of God. Satan especially likes
to bring disobedient thoughts right after a spiritual
victory.



Your first line of defense with the devil is to say NO
If you entertain his thoughts they becone |like a fortress
and then it is difficult to tear down the stronghold.
Because | was born into an inpoverished famly Satan has
been able to bring thoughts to encourage ne to fear poverty,
even though the Bi ble pronises prosperity.

A typical scene goes like this:

“Father,” | say, “lI have a bill to pay and | don’t have
t he noney. Wat should | do? WII You please help ne?”
Sat an says, pretending to be nme thinking, “Wll, He

hel ped you last tinme, but this tine you should have known
better. You should have been nore responsible..”

| could respond, sinking ny head into ny hands, “Ch, |
know. Maybe | should go back to the States and get a rea
job. One that pays a salary. | should have made sensible
i nvestnents and prepared for ny future...”

O | could pull down that stronghold and say, “I know
my God. It is H s good pleasure to give nme the kingdom He
will take care of all ny needs according to H's riches in
glory by Christ Jesus.”

When | first arrived on the mssion field |I cane as a

spiritual teen-ager. | had no health insurance and a
nmel anoma cancer appeared on ny hand; a nole, which I'd had
since chil dhood, started to grow. For a long tine | ignored

it and Satan whispered in ny ear.

“You' re gonna die.”

“You' re gonna have to leave the mission field and not
acconplish what God called you to do.”

“You're gonna use up all the financial resources of
your famly because you don’'t have any health insurance.”

Wen the nole got to be the size of a dine and was
| ooking quite nasty, | said to nyself, “Okay, Mrty, it’s
tinme to overcone the eneny.”

| pulled out ny Bible and | ooked up all the Scriptures
| knew that spoke of ny healing. Scriptures |ike:

Mat hew 8: 17

1 Peter 2:24
Exodus 25: 26
Psal m 103: 2, 3

| quoted those Scriptures to the cancer and then said,
“lI curse you and comrand you to get off ny body in the nane
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth!”

Every day after that when | woke up, | |ooked at it and
said, “Thank God, you’'re gone!” And on the fifth day when
woke up, it was gone, the nole, the cancer, everything. I
had overcome the eneny.



Qur weapons are not carnal but they are mghty. e
have the Word of God, all the Scriptures, to use against the
eneny because God’'s Wrd contains Hs Iife and power. God's
Wrd is alive with the Life of God. W have the blood of
Jesus that we can plead over the situation |like a |awer
pl eads a case. W can sinply say, “lI plead the blood of
Jesus over (and then nane what you want the blood to
cover.)” W have the nanme of Jesus.

Phil 2:9, 10 “Therefore God al so has highly exalted H m
and given H mthe nane which is above every nane,
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow...”

When Satan first hit nme with a cruel blow in ny early
spiritual teen-age years, when the Lord was teaching ne to
| earn how to overcone him | thought | would never get off
the floor again. | had been living in a babyhood cocoon,
out playing on the sidewal k, so to speak, and the big bully
in the nei ghborhood cane by and sl ugged ne!

Well, | learned how to fight back! | took that nane,
t he wonderful name of Jesus, and clubbed Satan with it! He
ran off squealing like a stuck pig. He would send

“Si ckness” and “Disease” and | attacked them with the Wrd
of God about healing! They ran off defeated! He sent
“Poverty” and | spoke out the Scriptures on prosperity and

becanme rich! | had nmy sword out and wielded it like a
fenci ng expert!

| felt like a gladiator until Satan started sending
nore deceptive forces like “Pride”, “Justified Anger”
“Sorrow’ and “What about my rights!”. Then | had to really

dig into the Wrd to find ny weapons, and often just cry out
to God, “Show nme the truth! Teach nme Your humlity!”
God has nmade it available for you to overcone the devi

and He expects you to do it. It’s part of growing up
spiritually. In the process of learning to overcone the
eneny you will learn the second step in being a spiritual

t eenager, which is:

| AM VEAK
2. You are strong.

Well, obviously | have witten a contradiction here
haven’t 1? No, to the contrary, your strength depends on
your  weakness. In the natural a teenager feels
i ndestructi bl e. He'll try anything. | did things as a
teenager | wouldn’t dream of doing now because | thought
not hing could harmnme. One night, at m dnight, sonme friends
and | swam across Lake Calhoun in M nneapolis because we

wanted to get to the other side and didn't want to wal k! In



the winter | drove ny nother’s heavy old Chrysler on the ice
to do wheelies. Wuld | do those things now? Never

In the spirit a teenager |earns that the power bel ongs
to God and the less self-reliant we are the nore God can
wield Hs power. The teenager, after agonizing trial and
error, finally learns to stop trying to fix things hinself
and let God fix them We beconme strong with our weapons
The Word, The Blood, The Nanme, and we let God work. We
| earn our only power is in our words: proclaimng The Wrd,
pl eadi ng The Bl ood, applying The Nane.

Wien | reached the gladiator stage of overconming the
eneny | thought it was ne doing the work, that it was MW
faith, M proclamation and My stand against the devil that
overcame him Oh, how patiently God taught nme that it is
Hs Wrd, H's Blood and H s Nanme that establish ny victory.
Circunstances would arise and I would rise to the chall enge,

“I can fix that!” In the end all would lay in ashes at ny
feet having been destroyed by nmy efforts and the Lord woul d
say, “Child, if you will let Me take care of things, | wll
doit.”

Paul gives a good exanple of this from his own life
He put it in plain words for us in 2 Corinthians 12:10, “For
when | am weak, then | amstrong.” He had just explained in
chapter 11 how Satan attacked him bringing such forces
against himthat if Paul had relied on his own strength he
could not have lived. Paul wanted God to intervene for him

and nmake Satan stop it! But God’s answer was in verse 9,
“My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is nade
perfect in weakness.” Therefore Paul began declaring his

own weaknesses while proclaimng God would be strong for
hi m

A spiritual teen-ager learns not to rely on hinself but
to put all his trust in God. That is how he beconmes strong.
He lets God be strong for him Circunstances are not
defeated by our puffed up sense of self. Nor are they
defeated by the arrogance that tries to attach itself to our
di scovery of who we are in Christ.

In fact, circunstances are strong phenonena. The very
same circunstances can either act as a weapon against the
eneny or a weapon against us. Learning how to depend on
God’s strength turns our circunstances into weapons that wn
the victory, every tine.

Paul says in Phil 1:12, “But | want you to know,
brethren, that the things which happened to nme have actually
turned out for the furtherance of the gospel.”

In the time of Paul the earth was still covered wth
thick forests. Wen an arny went to war, a team of
woodcutters had to go before the arny to cut down the trees
so the arny could advance in regulated order, as a body.



The word “furtherance” in the Scripture verse Phil 1:12 is
the G eek word used to refer to a conpany of woodcutters.

| magi ne your body as being the Roman arny. You have an
obj ective to acconplish. Perhaps your objective is healing,
or prosperity, or noving to a new city, or getting your
entire famly born-again, or — whatever you can nane! But
bet ween you and your objective are nany obstacles, nanely
the forest. Your circunstances may be a sickness, poverty,
no job in the new city, resistance fromyour famly nenbers
— or whatever. Where your strength lies will determ ne
whet her or not you achi eve your objective.

If you try to fix things yourself, running from doctor
to doctor, trying treatnment after treatnment, maybe even
self-treatnent, or investing here, changing jobs there,
trying self-help projects, or packing up the famly and
nmoving wi thout their consent, going wthout procuring a job
first or finding a place to live before you arrive, or

threatening your family with the prospects of hell, throw ng
Scriptures at them wal king away fromthemtill they conme to
their senses, or whatever, your circunstances will turn on

you and defeat you.

If you rely on God, using His Nane, H's Blood, Hs
Wrd, and trust the power therein to work on your behalf,
being patient to wait for HmMm to arrange things,
acknow edgi ng  your weakness and Hi s st rengt h, t he
circunstances will cut down the obstacles and you wll wal k
freely to your objective.

That doesn’'t make sense in the natural, but we are
dealing with a supernatural God. He is strong. W are
weak. W are only strong in H mwhen we trust in Hmto use
H's strength for us. Getting through the teen-age years,
spiritually, nmeans |learning to trust GCod. The nore
dependent we are on Hm the stronger we are.

What can we trust Hmto do? \Watever we find in H's
Wrd. That’s why the third step in going through the teen-
age years is:

POKE ME AND THE WORD COVES OUT

3. The Wrd of God abides in you.

Once | was asked to speak several tinmes at a M ssionary
Training Center and therefore stayed several days. About
hal fway through ny visit the cook pulled me into the kitchen
and closed the door. She started sobbing and said, “You ve
got to help ne. You ve just got to help ne.”

Genuinely concerned | sat her in a chair, got her a
gl ass of water, calmed her down and asked what | could do to
help her. She said, “As hard as | try, | cannot go w thout
deodor ant . ”

| asked innocently, “Wiy would you want to go w thout
deodor ant ?”



She answered ne in a tone of voice that indicated | was

a conplete idiot. “I'f my faith were strong | wouldn’t be
usi ng deodorant.”
It was all | could do to keep from | aughi ng! | asked

her where she had heard that and she said one of the
students told her that real faith doesn’'t need anything of
this world but relies only on God for everything and
therefore doesn't use alarm clocks or deodorant or
t oot hpaste or soap and so on.

| was surprised because | thought this kind of thinking
died out in the Mddle Ages. But | told her as sweetly as
possi ble, “W can only believe God for what He says in H's
Wor d. It doesn’t say anyplace in the Bible that we
shoul dn’t use deodorant. He created sweat and the gl ands
that do it; He's not going to take them away so that you
don’t need deodorant. He doesn’'t care if you use deodorant
or not. Society cares whether or not you use deodorant.
You cannot use your faith for that.”

What God cares about is the quality of your life. He
wants you heal t hy. He wants you weal t hy. He wants you to
be successful in H's plan for you. He wants you to have a
happy famly. He wants you to spread the Good News to other
peopl e. The nore you read His Wrd the nore this reality
establishes itself in you.

It’s a good thing to nenorize Scripture, but it’s an

even better thing to know Scripture. It takes tine to get
to know anything so give yourself tinme in the Wrd. H s
Wrd is spiritual food for you. Hs Wrd is actually
spiritual |aw. It nmeans what it says and it says what it
neans. It never changes. There are no situational ethics
in the Wrd.

Psalm 1: 1-3 says, “Blessed is the man who wal ks not in
t he counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of
sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful,

2 but his delight is in the |law of the Lord, and in His
| aw he neditates day and night.

3 He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of
water that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose
| eaf also shall not wther, and whatever he does shal
prosper.”

To neditate on the Word of God neans to read it first,

then imagine it, then to roll it around in your mnd
considering all it could nean, then to speak it out of your
mouth, nuttering it, saying it and triunphantly proclai m ng
it over your life. Look at what that will do for you: rmake

you prosperous in every way!



How does the Word do that? The Bible tells us the Wrd
is God. The Wird gives such an accurate inmge of God that
we can see Hmthere, know Hmthere and trust in H mthere.

For exanple, one night | was Ilying in bed reading ny
“Confessions”, these are Scriptures that | have found to
neditate on which promise the blessings that | want in ny
life.

| was reading 2 Corinthians 8:9, “For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet
for your sakes He becane poor, that you through His poverty
m ght becone rich.”

Suddenly Jesus stood by ny bed, then He sat on the edge
of it to look closely into ny eyes and He said, “Marty, |
want you to KNOW that verse.” And then He di sappeared. I
took the verse apart, word-by-word, and discovered it was
speaking of riches, of wealth, of gold and silver. I
di scovered there is a process in becomng rich. It is Jesus
living in nme, having given up Hs domain of golden streets,
wal | s of jasper, gates of pearl to cone live in ny body made
of dust. He, in nme, as He lives His life through nme, draws

to Hnself, the wealth and I, in Hm rest in H's grace.
When the Word of God abides in you, the striving, the
angui sh, the manipulation, the worries will cease and the
Wrd will be strong for you. There should be so nmuch Wrd
in you that when the difficulties of life or circunstances
come against you and poke you, instead of reacting and

def endi ng yourself, the Word pours out of your nouth.
This brings us to the final stage of our spiritual
teen-age years which is:

VI CTORY

4. You have overcone the w cked one.

Now the victory is conplete. You have |earned how to
wi el d your sword and use The Nane, The Bl ood and The Wrd to
defeat your eneny anytine he rears his ugly head. No |onger
is it a challenge for you, no |onger does the heat of the
battle swell your head, no longer do you rely on yourself
because you keep the devil under your feet, constantly. You
never let up on him one poke and The Wrd comes out of your
mouth i ke a sword, but your eneny’ s defeat is no |onger the
enphasis in your life. You have overcone him And now you
nove into fatherhood.

There are two levels of being a father and they are
both the sane:

JESUS
1. You have known H mwho is fromthe beginning.
2. You have known H mwho is fromthe begi nning.



As a baby, Daddy-God, your Father, raised you. As a
teen-ager the powerful Holy Spirit trained you. Now it’s
time to know the One for Whom you have been prepared, Jesus,
the | over of your soul, your Bridegroom

Do you renenber what it’s like to fall in love? You
still get your homework done, you still get your work done
on the job, you manage all the little activities in your
life, somehow, you don’t know how, because your mnd can
only think of him- or her.

There is a love story with Jesus that has yet to be
fully told. 1It’s inpossible to plunb the depths of H's | ove
for you and the nore you love Hmthe nore you realize He is
all you have ever wanted.

Oh, to know Him To know He never |eaves, He never
turns away in disgust or rejection of any form to know He
| oves everything about you is to know the | ove you have been
seeki ng since the day of your birth.

One Sunday night | skipped Church and went to a novie.
As | approached the theater | said, “Lord, please forgive ne
for not going to church, 1'm not going to turn around and
| eave, |’m going to the novie, but | feel so guilty, wll
you pl ease forgive ne?”

He said, “Marty, didn't you notice | am going wth
you?”

In Hs voice | noticed a certain eagerness and | asked,
“Do You want to go to this novie?”

He said, “Yes.”

| asked, “Wiy do You want to go to this novie with ne?
You were there when they nmade it; you know it inside out.
Wiy do | detect a desire in You to go to the novie?”

He said, “Marty, | gave the witer the idea and the
plot, | directed the novie, yes, | know the novie backwards
and forwards, but | have never seen it through your eyes.”

The joy | had in knowing that He |oved me so nuch that
He wanted to know ny inpressions and reactions and i deas and
t houghts was inexpressible. | can hardly get any human being
to listen to nmy opinions for nore than 30 seconds and here
was Jesus wanting to see an entire novie through mnmy eyes!
He didn’t want to argue with nme about it, or change nmy m nd;
He wanted to enjoy ny experience!

He wants us to enjoy H m that nuch, too. The Bible
says He is a jealous God and He doesn’t want any other god
to take His place as our Bridegroom the One we are |iving
for, the One who takes our breath away just at the sight of
H m

The nore we know Hm the nore we get lost in Hm It
is hard to tell where a mature Christian ends and Jesus
begins; they are so consuned with one another. Two people

in love wouldn’t dream of naking decisions on their own
wi thout consulting the other for fear of hurting or



di sappointing the one they I ove. To know Jesus is to want
to discuss every point in your life with Hm never taking

an action wthout H's approval, because you love H m so
nmuch.

This is not a flirtation I"mtalking about, it’s not a
matter of honor, or respect; it’s a matter of conplete
surrender because you have net the love of your life. It’s

i npossible to conpare it with human | ove because His love is
of such magnitude it can never be neasured. And because Hi s
love is so great we won’'t be able to denmand too nuch of it,
we will never offend it, never bore it and never find the
end of it. We will keep learning of H m discovering facets
of H m we never dreanmed possible through all eternity. W
have the brightest of bright futures in H n

If you prayed the little prayer in the first pages,
then wel cone to the famly. |If not, | urge you to do so now
and invite Jesus to be your Lord. You wll be glad you did!
He will never let you down!

“Fat her, please forgive ny sins. Jesus, please cone
live in ny heart. Make nme into the person you want ne
to be. Be ny Lord. Live Your life through nme. Anen.”

| am going to leave you wth tw prayers from
Ephesi ans. Pray these prayers for yourself all the days of
your life.

Eph 1:17-20 “.that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of glory, my give to ne the spirit of
wi sdom and revel ation in the know edge of H m

18 the eyes of ny understandi ng bei ng enlightened; that
| may know what is the hope of H's calling, what are
the riches of the glory of Hs inheritance in the
sai nt s,

19 and what is the exceeding greatness of H's power
toward me who believes, according to the working of His
m ghty power

20 which He worked in Christ when He raised H m from
the dead and seated Hm at His right hand in the
heavenly places...”

Eph 3:14-19, “For this reason | bow ny knees to the

Fat her of mny Lord Jesus Chri st,

15 From whom the whole famly in heaven and earth is
naned,

16 That He would grant nme, according to the riches of
H's glory, to be strengthened with m ght through His
Spirit in the inner man,



17 That Christ nmay dwell in ny heart through faith;
that 1, being rooted and grounded in | ove,

18 May be able to conmprehend with all the saints what
is the wwdth and | ength and depth and hei ght —

19 To know the |love of Christ which passes know edge,
that I may be filled with all the fullness of God.”



